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Keynote 1: Looking out to Sea: Aboriginal mobility and movement in the 
nineteenth century 

  
Lynette Russell, Monash University 
 
Since Europeans first encountered the Indigenous inhabitants of what became Australia there have been 

discussions of mobility, and its counterpart fixedness. The much maligned and erroneous legal fiction of Terra 

Nullius was not built on the belief that the land was empty but rather, the occupants wandered without 

structure or planning and had no notion of land ownership.  They could be dispossessed and the land acquired 

as part of the imperial project. Consciously or unconsciously, implicitly or explicitly the concept of mobility has 

been a key component of historical and contemporary views of Aboriginal people. Wanderers, nomads, 

walkabout are all terms that abound with the very idea of movement, fluidity and mobility. Recently historians 

have begun to consider the conceptual framework of a nineteenth century Indigenous Diaspora. There has been 

ground breaking foundational work documenting exchanges of pre-colonial sea-base contact in northern 

Australia which has undermined the views of Aboriginal culture as fixed and local, as well as those colonially-

informed historical views of Aboriginal people as mobile, but aimless. Through a close analysis of nineteenth 

century Aboriginal mariners (both men and women) I interrogate the idea of mobility and the possibility of 

Indigenous Diaspora and argue that that some Aboriginal people embraced mobility and looked out to sea for 

economic reasons, to gain freedom from colonial restriction, and ultimately, as a way for culture to be 

maintained away from the restrictions of colonialism.  

 

Professor Lynette Russell is an Australian Research Council Professorial Fellow (2011-2016) at Monash 

University and was visiting fellow at All Souls College Oxford 2014-2015. She completed a PhD in history from 

the University of Melbourne and has taught and researched in the area of historical and Indigenous studies for 

nearly twenty years. She is author or editor of ten books. Her current work is in the cutting edge area of 

anthropological history. She is an elected fellow of Cambridge University’s Clare Hall, AIATSIS and the Royal 

Anthropological Institute and the Royal Historical Society. 

 

Keynote 2: Becoming Cosmopolitan: Encountering difference in a city of 
mobile labour 

 Amanda Wise, Macquarie University                    

Many who move countries today do so for work, and labour mobility—both temporary and permanent—is the 

mechanism by which countless people (both movers and stayers) come into contact with cultural difference. 

The domain of mobile labour is thus an important context through which to consider the transformative 

possibilities of encounters with racial and cultural difference. Situated within debates on everyday multiculture 

and vernacular cosmopolitanisms my paper considers the question of intercultural encounter at work in 

relation to the layered histories of race and variegated citizenships of mobile labour in Singapore. Exploring the 

micro-nature of cosmopolitan practices, the paper considers under what labour conditions might an outward 
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looking cosmopolitan sensibility and a convivial openness to otherness emerge amongst migrant workers, as 

against a set of survival based intercultural capacities?   

I reflect specifically upon two cases of ‘incongruous encounter’ in workplaces reliant on precariously employed 

migrant labour: a mainland Chinese man and Filipina woman who, because of Singapore’s racialised system of 

work visas, find themselves working in South Asian restaurants in Singapore’s Little India. They both engage 

‘cosmopolitan practices’ yet their sensibilities differ sharply. Their stories highlight how, in a place like 

Singapore, the ‘encounter’ needs to be understood within a regime of mobile labour, situated racial hierarchies 

and a highly stratified system of work visas. I further suggest that situational factors such as the nature of work 

including its spatial and temporal qualities, the mixture of co-workers and recognition relations with superiors 

all mattered in framing the affective atmospheres of encounter. In a context of forced encounter, I argue that 

learnt capacities to function and interact across difference should not necessarily be romanticised as a 

cosmopolitan sensibility.  

 

Associate Professor Amanda Wise's research interests include materialities, civilities, and 'sensibilities' of 

urban life; global cities and diversity; multiculturalism (especially 'everyday multiculturalism') in Australia and 

Singapore; racism and interethnic relations; national and cultural identities; cultural attachments to and 

formations of place, especially in relation to multicultural cities; diasporic, transnational and migrant 

communities; theorisations of 'work' and transnational labour; and experiences of low wage migrant labourers 

in Australia and Asia.  Publications include Exile and Return Among the East Timorese (2006 University of 

Pennsylvania Press); Everyday Multiculturalism (Palgrave 2009 ed. with Velayutham) and numerous 

publications on 'living multiculture'. 

 

Keynote 3: 'India's Empire and Settler Colonial Nationalisms: the Politics 
of Difference and Mobility in the Pacific World' 
 

Tony Ballantyne, University of Otago 
 
Tracing the shifting relationships between space, place and race, this paper highlights the significance of South 

Asian mobilities as a structuring problem for settler colonial nationalisms around the Pacific Rim (especially in 

British Columbia, New Zealand and Australia). Grounded in a close reading of a range of transnational South 

Asian networks that developed within (and, in some cases, beyond) the British empire in the Pacific around 

1900, this keynote stresses the significance of mobility in reshaping South Asian communities as well as the 

ways in which mobile South Asians engendered particular types of anxiety over difference in settler colonies. 

Exploring the histories of lascars, hawkers, itinerant labourers and revolutionaries, it questions the rigid 

national and intellectual divisions that frequently structure the production of historical knowledge, calling for 

expanded understandings of both colonialism and difference centred on the problem of mobility. 

 

Tony Ballantyne is Director of the Centre for Research on Colonial Culture at the University of Otago, where he 

is also Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Humanities). He has published extensively on race, religion and colonial 

knowledge within the British empire and much of his recent work has focused on the connections between 

various forms of mobility and colonialism. His most recent book is Entanglements of Empire: Missionaries, 
Maori, and the Question of the Body (Duke University Press; Auckland University Press) 

 

Keynote 4: On the U.S. Navy’s Rule of Law: Giorgio Agamben, War Crimes, 
and the Japanese Pacific 
 
Keith L. Camacho, University of California Los Angeles 
 
How did the United States Navy impose and establish its rule of law in the Nanyō, otherwise known as the Pacific 

Islands governed by the Japanese imperial and military government in the 1940s? Although historians have 

rightly charted the expansion of American geopolitical interests in the wider Asia-Pacific as per Japan’s 

surrender to the United States in 1945, the subsequent American occupation of Japan, and the development of 

Class A war crimes tribunals at Manila and Tokyo, few scholars have taken stock of the political utility of Class 
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B war crimes trials.  Such is the case of the U.S. Navy’s War Crimes Tribunals Program in Guam, a former 

Japanese colony and a current U.S. territory.  Contrary to the historiographical notion, then, that the Navy’s rule 

of law was immediately authorized in light of American military victories in Guam, the sovereignty of this and 

other Pacific Islands remained unsettled in international laws of the 1940s.  In this talk, I examine two of the 

Navy’s war crimes trials of Japanese nationals—one on treason and another on murder and espionage—to 

demonstrate how the Navy’s rule of law sought to remake the Nanyō or the “Japanese Pacific” into an American 

saltwater state.  The two Class B war crimes cases featured here are especially salient for reckoning with the 

rise of the U.S. Navy’s rule of law in Guam, an American territory, and Rota, a Japanese territory, in the Mariana 

Islands.  By drawing from Giorgio Agamben’s political philosophy, I argue that the tribunal transformed the 

Japanese nationals into homo sacer in order to punish them as war criminals, seize their colonies of Guam and 

Rota, and disavow native Chamorro agency. Agamben’s theorization of bare life and exclusion proves 

instructive in this regard. 

 

Keith L. Camacho is an associate professor in the Asian American Studies Department at the University of 

California, Los Angeles.  He is also the senior editor of Amerasia Journal, the author of Cultures of 
Commemoration: The Politics of War, Memory, and History in the Mariana Islands (2011), and the co-editor of 

Militarized Currents: Toward a Decolonized Future in Asia and the Pacific (2010).  Along with Victor Bascara 

and Elizabeth DeLoughrey, he recently co-edited the special issue, “A Call for Critical Militarisation Studies” (no. 

37, March 2015), with Intersections: Gender and Sexuality in Asia and the Pacific. 

 

  



 5 

 

 

Dispersing Empire Panel 
 

Impressions of Aboriginal Australians in European Ecclesiastical Print 
Circuitries 
 
Liz Conor, LaTrobe University (L.Conor@latrobe.edu.au) 
 
In April 1852, the founder of a Benedictine mission in Western Australia, a Spanish monk named Rosendo 

Salvado, took two Aboriginal boys from their homeland, Yuat country, to Europe. In Naples he took them to a 

daguerreotype studio and had their portraits taken. Salvado commissioned an engraving after the two 

daguerreotypes from the Roman copper engraver and etcher Giuseppe Mochetti. It was intended for publication 

in Salvado’s memoir, which had already appeared as a Roman edition in 1851, followed by a Naples edition in 

1852. The Spanish edition of 1853 features 11 more engravings by Mochetti depicting the monks of Salvado’s 

New Norcia mission assisting the Yuat Aboriginal people in their traditional lives, while introducing them to 

European farming and evangelizing them.  

This paper traces the production and dissemination of a unique series of engravings as they were shepherded 

through a network of clergy, artists and publishers across Europe all playing a role in their creation and 

publication. It shows how the Yuat came to exemplify the evangelized native through their inscription in copper 

and the dissemination of these prints across diverse imperial contexts. The Salvado engravings depict European 

incursions on the colonial frontier, yet they also illustrate a transnational field of visual print culture that 

interlocked through ecclesiastical and imperial networks across European metropole. 

Ultimately 16 engravings were produced for Salvado’s memoir, straddling momentous developments in 

printmaking and the reproduction and dissemination of works-on-paper: 3 engravings were taken from 

Daguerreotype portraits, two from an 1841 exploratory journal of Western Australia by the Englishman George 

Grey, and 11 depicting the Yuat people were designed and incised in Rome by Mochetti, yet captioned and 

printed in Barcelona. These 11 by Mochetti were taken from textual description in Salvado’s memoir, but in the 

absence of the Yuat Mochetti also drew on conventions of imaging the ‘native’ from travelogues on the Americas 

and other colonial outposts.  

Salvado’s incursions into print created early and unique impressions of Aboriginality in Italian, Spanish and 

French ecclesiastical print circuits. He attempted to combine ethnological accuracy with promotional mission 

publicity in a rare and contradictory collocation. Run-ons of these artworks from the memoir editions were 

given to benefactors and patrons of the mission as holy cards whenever Salvado toured Europe raising funds 

for the mission. The fact that his memoirs weren’t published in English until 1977, and their circulation as a 

liturgical publishing project within these European ecclesiastic circuitries, sets his memoir, and its intriguing 

images, apart from the early representations of Australian Aborigines we know from the image-reservoirs of 

British colonialism and imperial print culture.  

Australian Aborigines became meaningful to Europeans within a particular media ecology, the nineteenth-

century imprint of letterpress and copperplate. The far reaches of exotic peoples and their ‘manners and 

customs’ were imprinted and disseminated from centralized and syndicating agencies such as the print 

workshops of the coi tipi della Sacra Congregazione De propaganda fide in Rome and the Imprenta De los 

Heredos de la Viuda Pla in Barcelona. Created by engravers working in London, Barcelona and from the 

Panel Abstracts 
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Calcografia de Rome, the Salvado engravings are partisan images of Australian Aborigines shared across 

national boundaries through the evangelical and imperial library, contributing to global currents of discourse 

on the ‘native’.  

 

Transnational Imperial Violence: The re-territorialisation of zones of 
affectability, colonial violence and diasporic newspapers. 
 
Lara Palombo, Macquarie University (lara.palombo@mq.edu.au) 
 
The circulation of transnational Imperial politics in the white settler colony of Australia has been partly based 

on the territorialisation of selected diasporic Imperial political affiliations.  This paper shows that the violence 

that was constitutive of the Imperial politics of Italian Fascism was already part of the onto-epistemology of 

raciality that grounded the colonial liberal state of Australia. The ongoing relation and support by the state for 

the Italian (Australian) fascist diasporic newspaper Il Giornale Italiano’ during the Italian occupation of 

Abyssinia is of particular significance here. I show that precisely because this newspaper comes to operate as a 

transnational technology linked to the Italian fascist authorities and its Imperial plan, its presence signaled not 

only Australia but by proxy the British government’s support for the invasion in Abyssinia at a time when 

Britain was tied to supporting the League of Nation and Abyssinia was a member of the League.  Abyssinia was 

then positioned by both the Australian liberal state and Italian fascist state within a western transnational 

Imperial onto-epistemology that effectively scripted it as a geopolitical zone of affectability in which, following 

da Silva’s (2009, p.212) terms, its people counted as ‘no bodies’. The circulation of Il Giornale Italiano becomes 

part of a re-alignment of western transnational political alliances within Australia, Europe and Abyssinia and of 

the re-deployment of a western Imperial onto-epistemology of raciality that grounded both Liberal and Fascist 

states. 

 

Transoceanic Constructions of Race Panel 
 
“The Anglo-Saxon Maori of Greater Britain”: Pacific Networks, “Racial Fusion” 
and the Mobile Lives of Maui Pomare and Te Rangihiroa 
 
Jane Carey, University of Wollongong (jcarey@uow.edu.au) 
 
This paper examines the contributions of the first two Maori doctors to transnational discussions of the ‘races 

of the pacific’ from the early 1900s to the 1930s. Maui Pomare and Te Rangihiroa were part of a significant 

network of Maori leaders, scholars, activists and politicians who participated in the elaboration of racial science 

from the late nineteenth century. They viewed anthropology as a tool for survival, cultural recovery and 

preservation, and for political activism.  

Both travelled extensively in the course their studies and for professional, political and reforming purposes, 

exploiting an array of Pacific/imperial networks (few of which were with other Indigenous peoples). Both also 

(controversially) promoted ‘miscegenation’ as the inevitable, but positive, future for their people – a future 

which Maui Pomare described as the ‘Anglo-Saxon Maori’. In the early 1900s both men helped form the Young 

Maori Party (a group which became enormously influential), which adopted ‘racial fusion’ as the central 

rationale for their political platform.  

This paper thus explores the significance of ‘extra-local’ mobility and exchanges for Indigenous peoples, and 

raises questions about current concepts of both ‘hybridity’ and ‘transnational’ experience. Where transnational 

Indigenous encounters or networks have received attention, they are often read in terms of what they might 

reveal about the formation of shared identity or anti-colonial resistance. But the lives examined here complicate 

assumptions that the identity of Indigeneity is obviously shared and automatically produces solidarity. Their 

lives encourage us to rethink the place of Indigenous experience and perspectives within global networks of 

power and mobility, past and present. They also suggest a need to rethink the binary frameworks through which 

Indigenous actors have been read, and to question the stark division which has been imposed between 

‘assimilationist’ and ‘resistive’ agency. 
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Transoceanic Politics, Race, and the Dutch Empire in Maritime Asia during the 
Interwar Period 
 
Kris Alexanderson, University of the Pacific (kalexanderson@pacific.edu) 
 
During the interwar years Dutch colonial authorities viewed Chinese seamen and travelers as potentially 

subversive agents capable of facilitating transnational communist exchanges and destabilizing Dutch power 

both within the Netherlands East Indies and throughout Asia. Dutch-owned shipping companies such as the 

Java-China-Japan Lijn played an active role in policing international waters and the company worked together 

with the colonial government to protect the Netherlands East Indies against communist infiltration. The 

colonial administration depended on JCJL ships to aid them in monitoring subversive Chinese crewmembers, 

patrolling ships for communist propaganda and smuggled weapons, and managing the deportation of 

undesirable colonial subjects, especially Chinese residents forcibly shipped from the Netherlands East Indies to 

China. By recognizing ships as active sites of colonial surveillance within global maritime networks, we see that 

shipping companies themselves became political agents active in the fight against Chinese communist 

penetration during the interwar period. Maritime surveillance was paired with intelligence reports generated 

by the Dutch Consulate in Shanghai and other British and French police agencies in port cities across Asia, 

forming a web of information that the Dutch relied on to track its colonial subjects and create an appearance of 

colonial omnipotence. Shanghai served as a node connecting Russian, Chinese, and Southeast Asian communists 

and looking specifically at this port city helps illustrate the transoceanic nature of Dutch suspicions over 

Chinese people both within the Netherlands East Indies and beyond. This paper reveals how Dutch ships served 

as refracted images of colonial society, partially reflective of colonial conceptions about racialized and 

politicized spatial divisions. However, the effects of transoceanic mobility on Chinese seamen and travelers and 

the transformative spatiality of ships and oceans themselves skewed this colonial reflection in unexpected and 

unpredictable ways, turning the maritime world into a space where critiques of empire were more freely 

expressed by transnationally mobile colonial subjects, Chinese seamen, political activists, and others. 

 

Mooring race and colonial mobility: the Grand Pacific Hotel, Suva 
 
Frances Steel, University of Wollongong (fsteel@uow.edu.au) 
 
In tropical port towns across the Pacific and Asia, the grand hotel was an iconic local institution and a key node 

in emerging transoceanic circuits of travel and tourism. In this paper I explore the relationship between elite 

white mobility, leisure and an orientalised service culture as steamship routes opened the Pacific to routine 

passenger traffic in new ways from the early twentieth century. I focus specifically on the Grand Pacific Hotel, 

established in Suva, Fiji’s port capital, in 1914. Built by a New Zealand shipping company, the owners engaged 

a service staff directly from India, rather than recruit from the local population of Indian indentured workers 

or Indigenous Fijians. Their labour was crucial to the assertion and maintenance of colonial ideals of comfort 

and social distinction. Yet these hierarchies and boundaries were neither stable nor assured. Focusing on the 

decades between the 1920s and 1950s, I explore the extent to which heightened American engagement and 

influence unsettled race relations in the hotel, and the unfolding of new racialised aspirations for mobility and 

leisured consumption in the postwar period. 
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Gendered Mobilities Panel 
 

New Regional Labour Circuits in the South Pacific: Gender, Culture and 
Transnationalism 
 
Kalissa Alexeyeff, University of Melbourne (k.alexeyeff@unimelb.edu.au) 
 
“Go work in the mines in Ozzie for a few years then come back and build me my house!” is an increasingly 

common demand Cook Islands women make on their spouses. Many young men over the last ten years have 

taken up this challenge, yet very few return home on a permanent basis. Many are joined by their families after 

a few years to settle, returning home for holidays to visit extended family and attend community events. This 

exodus from the Cook Islands has created labour shortages which since 2001 have been filled by ‘foreign 

workers’ who, as the director of the local airline graphically described, “arrive on the same planes that take our 

boys to Australia”. These workers are mainly from other Pacific countries, especially Fiji and Samoa, and from 

the broader Asia-Pacific region including the Philippines and China. This paper connects these recent shifts in 

labour circuits, and investigates the impact of new regional labour mobility on local economic and gendered 

social practice. It regards the Pacific as a vital site of enquiry, defined not only by geography but as a vibrant 

circuit of networks that connect multiple ‘centres’ such as Australia, New Zealand, China and the United States. 

 

Australia's gendered colour line: Restrictions on Asian women's migration in 
the context of trafficking debates 
 

Julia Martínez, University of Wollongong (juliam@uow.edu.au) 
 
By the late nineteenth century the Asia-Pacific world was increasingly connected by mobile workers drawn into 

the various colonial labour trades. In north Australia men from Asia were brought in to work in industries such 

as pearling, railway building and agriculture. The vast majority of Asian immigrants were men. Women's 

mobility was regarded as a separate issue, rarely considered in the category of labour migration. Instead their 

migration was described in terms of their potential to fulfil roles as wives, mothers, and providers of sexual 

services. This paper explores the evolution of ideas surrounding the migration of Asian women, including 

Chinese and Japanese women, into Australia from the 1880s to the 1930s. While women were initially regarded 

as a welcome addition to male migration, by 1902 strong immigration restrictions against non-European 

women were implemented creating a gendered colour line. At a time when the international world was 

increasingly concerned over the phenomenon of trafficking in women these restrictions only encouraged the 

sense that women's mobility was inherently suspicious and in need of surveillance. Networks for the 

clandestine movement of women were required for any who sought to circumvent these strict border controls. 

This paper considers the extent to which the trope of trafficking became entangled in discourses of immigration 

restriction in Australia. 

 

Ungovernable subjects: ‘Wandering’ eunuchs in nineteenth century north 
India 
 
Jessica Hinchy, Nanyang Technological University (JHinchy@ntu.edu.sg) 
 
In the 1850s and 1860s, colonial officials in north India became increasingly concerned with the hijra 
community.  Hijras were castrated males (or sometimes intersex people) who dressed femininely, adopted 

feminine names, and had a social role as performers, particularly at the time of births.  Although hijras 

typically had a permanent place of residence with other hijras, they often spent part of the year travelling to 

collect alms, perform and visit other hijra households.  For India’s British colonisers, however, mobile hijras 

were ungovernable subjects.  Hijras’ peripatetic lifestyles were troubling to colonial administrators because 

their uncontrolled movements across political borders appeared to undermine the boundaries between 

‘colonial’ and ‘native’ space.  Meanwhile, colonial administrators closely associated the mobility of the 

community with criminality and sexual deviance.  Colonial categories of race, gender and sexuality were made 
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and unmade through hijra mobility.  In the North-Western Provinces (NWP), the most populous province of 

British India, the anxiety about hijras reached such a pitch that the administration aimed to ‘finally extinguish’ 

the hijra community by preventing emasculation and causing hijras to die out. 

In 1871, the NWP government implemented a new law, Part II of the Criminal Tribes Act, which provided for 

the surveillance and regulation of hijras, and the prohibition of important hijra practices like public 

performance and cross-dressing.  Although the mobility of hijras was central to the colonial construction of 

their criminality, the only mechanism for the control of eunuch mobility under the 1871 law was the entry of 

hijras’ personal details on police registers.  The CTA did not include provisions for a pass system or the 

settlement of hijras—methods commonly used to render subjects sedentary in colonial India—and nor did 

the government aim to make hijras ‘productive’ workers.  The CTA entrenched the idea of mobile hijras’ 

criminality, but did not work towards hijras’ ‘reform.’  The civilising project was not to extend to hijras. 

In this context, one of the most successful ways that hijras evaded colonial police was through strategies of 

mobility.  Hijras migrated from the NWP to other provinces where the CTA was not enforced or to ‘native 

states.’  They also constantly moved across borders for short periods, undermining the implementation of the 

law, as well as the accuracy of colonial-record keeping and statistics.  Few hijras escaped colonial police 

permanently.  However, the continued mobility of hijras shaped the contours of law enforcement, creating 

weak points in colonial surveillance and regulation.  The colonial administration in north India failed to 

‘extinguish’ the hijra community, partly because of the mobility of hijras.  In sum, peripatetic hijras reveal the 

relationship between fractures in colonial governance and marginalised peoples’ mobility in north India. 

 
 

Diaspora and Foreign Talent Panel 
 
State, Network and Transnational Governance of Diaspora: China and the 
Chinese Overseas since 2000 
 

Hong Liu, Nanyang Technological University (LiuHong@ntu.edu.sg)  
 
It is estimated that there are about 60 million ethnic Chinese living outside of Mainland China, Taiwan, Hong 

Kong and Macau. As the second largest economy in the world and a strong state guided by nationalism, how 

does China engage these transnational communities in its recent endeavors to realize the so-called “China 

Dream”? What are the ideologies, if any, and mechanisms the Chinese central and local governments have 

developed in mobilizing these diverse communities? How do the Chinese diaspora respond to the repeated 

calls from the ancestral homeland and how do they reconcile with the hostlands’ integration policies? What 

are the theoretical and methodological implications of the China/Chinese experiences for an understanding of 

“Historical and contemporary makings of the transnational Pacific and Asian Worlds” which is one of the main 

themes of this conference?  

This paper argues that by skillfully incorporated both domestic imperatives and global connections, China has 

developed a sophisticated set of mechanisms in governing the transnational Chinese communities which have 

also found various ways of engaging with the one of the most dynamic economies of the world. There is also 

an emerging trend of resinification among the settled generations of the Chinese diaspora in their attempts to 

reaffirm with Chinese culture and ethnicity whereas the Chinese new immigrants have developed new 

mentality of working and living transnationally. In this process both China and the Chinese diaspora have 

undergone significant transformations with respect to the modes of governance and transnationality.  

This paper is based upon the author’s extensive fieldwork in China, the UK, Japan and Southeast Asia, 

including interviews with key policy makers and participants of diaspora engagement in both China and 

abroad as well as participatory observations. It also makes good use of published and unpublished materials 

pertaining China’s engagement with the emigrating communities. 

 

 

 

mailto:LiuHong@ntu.edu.sg
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Coping with Migrant Tensions in Contemporary Settler Singapore 
 

Catherine Gomes, RMIT University (catherine.gomes@rmit.edu.au) 
Amber Lim, RMIT University (amberyclim@gmail.com) 

George Mouratidis, RMIT University (george.mouratidis76@gmail.com) 
 
Singapore is a multicultural, multiracial and multilingual nation that has, at least on the surface, manages to 

keep peace and harmony among its population.  There have not been, at least since the 1964, any open racial 

skirmishes.  Against this background, the Singapore government brought in large numbers of unskilled and 

skilled workers - many of whom come from Asia - who have been working temporarily in Singapore.  Seeing 

the value of skilled workers in particular, the government makes permanent residence and citizenship easier 

for them.  Moreover the government provides generous schemes for international students coming to 

Singapore as part of its theme to increase its foreign workforce by providing them with jobs after graduation 

from university. Despite the history of Singapore as a settler nation, Singaporeans have taken to ranting online 

and to organising protests against the high numbers of transient migrants and new migrants who they 

collectively fall 'foreign talent'.  An issue for Singaporeans is their perceived notion that foreign talent are 

unable to integrate with locals.  This paper however asks how the foreign talent are able to adapt to life in 

Singapore in spite of the xenophobia they face.  By interviewing 101 transient foreign talent migrants 

(workers and international students), this paper looks at the ways in which they negotiate everyday life in a 

country where the cultures are (dis)similar to theirs and there is tension towards them.   

 

The racialization of the migrant Chinese woman or the “xiao long nu” in 
Singapore 
 

Sylvia Ang, University of Melbourne (ssang@student.unimelb.edu.au) 

 
In a backdrop of mass mediation and mass migration, how do migrants, locals and the state (re)negotiate social 

imaginaries? This paper uses Singapore as a case study to examine the contestestation of social imaginaries of 

Chinese-ness among the state, migrants and locals. The majority of Singaporeans are made up by immigrants 

and descendants of immigrants, predominantly from China. This status quo, however, has since been challenged 

by the huge influx of Chinese migrants in recent times, unprecedented since the 19th century - Chinese migrants 

now make up a million in Singapore’s total population of 5.3 million. This has compelled both locals and 

migrants to (re)think their Chinese-ness. Despite similar origins, the Singaporean-Chinese who has been 

embedded locally for a far longer time necessarily have different understandings from new migrants on what 

being Chinese means.  At the same time, the state seeks to influence its residents by producing its version of 

Chinese-ness through state discourses and the media. The intersection of these processes along with the 

colonial “hangover” has seen an emergence of a “racialization” of the Chinese migrant. In particular, this 

“racialization” has culminated in the gaze upon the migrant Chinese woman who is both Orientalised and seen 

to embody “sexualised politics of proximities” (Yeoh and Huang, 2009).  The instability and contradictions of 

Chinese-ness, race, nation which are shown in this paper all point to the need to examine the migrant subject 

more closely in order to reflect the intricacies of mobility. 

 

Singapore’s objet a: Psychoanalyzing the “foreign talent” scenarios with 
reference to Mainland Chinese immigrants 
 

Peidong Yang, Nanyang Technological University (y.peidong@gmail.com) 

 
Over the past two decades, the Singapore government’s “foreign talent” policy has led to the influx of 

immigrants into the densely populated tiny island-state, causing notable local discontent. This paper offers a 

set of psychoanalytic interpretations of the “foreign talent” situation in Singapore by drawing eclectically and 

unorthodoxically on certain Lacanian theories. Among other points, it is argued that the recruitment of “foreign 

talent” could be interpreted as the deliberate production of lack; that both for the Singapore state facing the 

“big Other” of the global knowledge economy and for the native Singaporeans facing the “big Other” of their 
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authoritarian state, “foreign talent” occupies the position of the objet petit a; furthermore, it is argued that the 

local population’s sometimes tense relationship with the (Mainland Chinese) “foreign talent” is a mixture of 

desire, quasi-racist discrimination, and simultaneous identification and rivalry.  

 

 

Complexities of Empire Panel 
 

Moving Soundscapes: Sound Recording and Cultures of Empire across 
Australasia 
 
Henry Reese, University of Melbourne (hreese@student.unimelb.edu.au) 

 
The recent proliferation of histories of the senses demonstrates that exchanges between different sensory 

regimes and modes of perception have played a key role in shaping the lived experiences of global empire. 

Employing a methodology drawn from the history and anthropology of sound, this paper enjoins such 

scholarship by exploring the acoustic context of imperial encounters across Australasia in the early twentieth 

century. Focusing on the early years of sound recording, when technological optimism coincided with changing 

auditory cultures and urgent discourses of ethnographic ‘salvage,’ this paper traces the movement and social 

life of a number of phonographic records across Australasia in the years prior to the First World War. Particular 

attention is paid to the movement of wax cylinders between the anthropological field and the popular stage, 

and the sonic performance of ethnological knowledge that such a process entailed. In a period when sound 

recordings were relatively scarce, before the mass broadcast of sound was possible, the mobility of the cylinders 

of such figures as Alfred Cort Haddon, Walter Baldwin Spencer and Percy Grainger allowed listeners to 

imaginatively map and inhabit far-flung soundscapes and the diverse peoples who inhabited them. 

Investigating the connection between the mobility of American sound reproduction technologies, the auditory 

cultures of the British Empire, and the soundscapes of the Asia-Pacific World, this paper ultimately argues for 

the importance of attending to the role of the acoustic environment in shaping the experience of empire and 

cultures of ethnic difference in Australasia in an era of ‘high’ imperialism. 

 

Inconsistent inclusions: Samoan-German identity and the Third Reich 
 

Christine Winter, University of Sydney (christine.winter@sydney.edu.au) 
 
In this presentation I explore theories, policies and actions of transnational German networks after the end of 

the formal German colonial empire. In particular I am exploring the development of a pro-National Socialist 

German identity amongst members of the German-Samoan community at a time when German was politically 

redefined as a race-based (Aryan) Volk. I argue that paradoxically exclusion from a colonial brotherhood of 

whiteness made Nazi part membership desirable; that mobility between Germany and Samoa highlighted the 

limitations to such an identity position; and that in turn an embrace of a particular Germanness was the 

response to such a transnational inconsistent external ascribing of identity. 

Drawing on this case study I ask if it is possible to understand German-Samoan identity as it developed 

through the upheavals and changes of the 20th century as a Diaspora identity whose homeland to which 

return is desired but not possible is not a place, but a time: the period of German colonialism; or if the 

persistence of a positive embrace of German heritage has actually resulted in a specific Germanness as part of 

the ‘Global South’ that is by now distinct and delinked from that in the ‘fatherland’ in the Northern 

Hemisphere. 

 

Growing Christian imperial networks between Australia’s North and the 
Pacific: Spreading resistance to colonialism through agriculture 
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Kirstie Close-Barry, Deakin University (kirstie.close.barry@gmail.com) 

 
This paper will highlight the role of Christian missions in developing Indigenous labour policies throughout 

Australasia during the early twentieth century. Leaping across imperial and national boundaries, it will draw 

on a case study that connects two nodes of the Methodist mission: Arnhem Land and Fiji. There were significant 

similarities between the policies of missionaries towards Indigenous labour at these sites which can offer new 

insights into the shaping of colonial relationships between European, Aboriginal and Pacific Islander peoples.  

The case study centres on policies developed through the 1920s and 30s, when ‘industrial mission’ method had 

developed a radical undertone throughout the Pacific. It had been utilised with an aim of guarding Indigenous 

peoples against the threat of complete dispossession. Fijian Methodists, for example, had taken part in a project 

intended to protect Indigenous land possession from Indo-Fijian settlement in the west of Viti Levu. This paper 

explores the translation of ideas that had propelled this Fijian farming scheme to the north of Australia. 

Missionaries such as the Reverend Ratu Kolinio (Kol) Saukuru were an integral link between the two sites. 

Saukuru’s father and grandfather had engaged in industrial missions, and he was subsequently raised in Fiji’s 

west where industrial mission was most vibrant (and in the minds of some missionaries and colonial 

administrators, subversive). He travelled to the Methodist Mission station at Milingimbi in Australia’s Northern 

Territory in 1933 and worked there with the Reverend Theodore Webb until 1950, encouraging agricultural 

training for Aboriginal Mission residents. This paper will outline Saukuru’s objectives, before discussing 

whether his philosophies aligned with or challenged colonial agendas. 

 

A Chinese diaspora of things: how 19th century 'material-culture 
imperialism' influenced self-perception and other-perception of 'Chinese-
ness' 
 

Paul Macgregor, Melbourne Chinese Studies Group 
(paulmacgregor@diversity.org.au) 
 
The mass migration of Chinese to overseas countries in the 19th century was a mobility of things as well as 

people. Wherever Chinese sojourned or settled, a major export trade followed, supplying the émigrés with the 

wherewithal to maintain their tastes and culture away from China. Foodstuffs, housewares, intoxicants, 

medicines, tools of trade, clothing, furniture, decor, leisure goods, ritual artefacts, performance costume, temple 

regalia, texts and more were shipped in vast quantities. The mobility of trade, and the consequent ability to 

replicate Chinese lifestyle in foreign environments was one reason why 19th century Chinese émigrés were 

remarked upon for both their internal social cohesion as emigrants and their separation from the societies in 

which they settled. Like European culture, Chinese culture was deeply embedded in their culture's materiality. 

Shapes, usages, decorations and symbolic imagery were redolent with embedded cultural and affective 

significance. Traders, shopkeepers, businesses and social organisations maintained a constant and accelerating 

flow of cultural cargoes, provided social contexts for their usage, and allowed continuity of contact and 

exchange with the émigrés' home districts in China.  

Focusing on the 1850s-1870s, and exploring artefacts from museums, archaeological excavations, heritage 

buildings and private community collections, and investigating trading records, this paper maps how Chinese 

cultural practices and allegiances were transported, translated, managed, transformed and modernised 

through material culture usage, creating a 'style' of overseas Chinese life spread across international networks 

that appeared 'imperial', even though the Chinese state was not involved. Whites, in the colonial contexts in 

which they lived with Chinese, frequently remarked upon and described the 'exotic' culture in their midst, 

creating racial stereotypes – of both attraction and repulsion – heavily influenced by the material appearance 

of presumed 'Chinese-ness'. The fluid mobility of Chinese 'material-culture imperialism' led to the appearance 

of Chinese cultural consistency across and between continents (often regardless of the actuality of cultural 

change and diversity), and encouraged consistency of self-perception by Chinese in widely separated spaces.  

Conversely, by applying mass data analysis to the now-vast digital repositories of 19th century newspapers, 

magazines and books, this paper will demonstrate how the fluid mobility of mass communication brought about 

by the proliferation of production and circulation of print media - across wide geographic spaces; and both 

inside, and across, national and imperial imaginaries – encouraged replication and consistency by Whites – in 

Australasia, South China and Southeast Asia – as to how they interpreted, and affectively responded to, Chinese 

mailto:kirstie.close.barry@gmail.com
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material culture, and Chinese culture in general – thus engendering consistent and enduring profiles of who 

Chinese were, and where their cultural and political allegiances lay. 

 

Constructing Mobile Identities Panel 
 

To Australia via St Vincents, Mauritius and Fiji 
 
Margaret Allen, University of Adelaide (margaret.allen@adelaide.edu.au) 
 
This paper explores the mobilities of a number of inter-linked Australian families of Indian descent, a number 

of whom, originally left India as indentured labourers to British or French colonial locations. Drawing heavily 

upon the work of family historians among these families, largely based in NSW, this paper will argue that these 

subalterns, negotiated these and subsequent journeys, whether as indentured or free emigrants, using the 

networks of the different colonial administrations, the networks of the Catholic church and the sugar industry 

to travel on through various other territories to settle in Australia during the 1890s.  

Alison Light has recently noticed the enormous condescension of academic history towards family history, but 

these family historians allow the re-writing of Australian history. For although Indians were not sent to 

Australia as indentured labourers, we find long-established Australian families with ancestors who were 

indentured to St. Vincents, Mauritius and Fiji among other places. Their stories challenge the notion of white 

Australia and in addition, through the work of these family historians, these anonymous subalterns come to life 

as agents, as people with stories of travel and also of resilience in finally building their lives in white Australia. 

Settlement in Australia did not necessarily spell the end of their mobility, with some subsequently travelling 

further afield by means of imperial networks. 

 

Ocean of Stories: A Tale of Drifting Culture 
 

Rafik Patel, AUT University (rafik.patel@aut.ac.nz) 
 
Salman Rushdie’s Haroun and the Sea of Stories sets up an imaginative tale of a father and son’s journey in 

search for happiness. In this ‘fictional-reality’ the Ocean is filled with a Sea of Stories that manifests the hope of 

a new beginning. This story also takes the reader on a whimsical journey that is non-linear. It sways back and 

forth like the currents of the Ocean and its allegory transcends the Ocean as a vessel that contains important 

narratives and knowledge, and as a spatial medium to cross borders and boundaries; “Different parts of the 
Ocean contain different sorts of stories, and as all the stories that had ever been told and many that were still 
in the process of being invented could be found here, the Ocean of the Streams of Story was in fact the biggest 
library of books, the Ocean of the Streams of Story was much more than a storeroom of yarns. It was not dead 
but alive.”1 Considering this allegory the paper will present its own tale of journey in relation to migration of 

the first Gujarati-Indian families to arrive in Aotearoa/New Zealand in the early 1900s. It will discuss how these 

families integrated and began to construct and grow a new community within. Thus this paper will attempt to 

uncover stories and a history of migration of the authors’ own family that has shifted across the Pacific Ocean 

transferring a rich culture of Indian-Muslim faith, practice and architecture.   A vibrant space as now exists and 

an Ocean of stories with many currents lay waiting to be told. Matt K. Matsuda suggests mapping such narratives 

is the necessary task that “runs below and through islands and continents connected by water, space, times and 

places that in their multiple conjunctures define the histories of the Oceanic Pacific.”2 

 

                                                        
 
1 Rushdie, S. (1990). Haroun And The Sea Of Stories. London: Granta Books, p 72. 

2 Matsuda, K. M. (June 2006). The Pacific. In The American Historical Review, Vol. 111, No 3. The University of 

Chicago Press, p 780. 

mailto:rafik.patel@aut.ac.nz
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Developing or dropping out? Mobility and competing images of Asia in the 
Sixties 
 

Agnieszka Sobocinska, Monash University (agnieszka.sobocinska@monash.edu) 
 
The 1960s marked a new age of mobility, as many young people undertook journeys that reflected their views 

of the world. The Peace Corps (and associated programs) sent tens of thousands of young Western volunteers 

to help bring modernisation to ‘underdeveloped’ nations during the 1960s. At the same time, countercultural 

youths who wanted to escape the conformity and dullness of modern life set off on the Hippie Trail to Asia. 

Rather than trying to modernise the locals, they wanted to ‘drop-out’ of the capitalist rat-race and experience a 

more ‘authentic’ way of life. The two forms of travel encapsulated competing visions of Asia, which increasingly 

supplanted colonial-era notions structured by race. The post-war drive for development (which gave rise to the 

Peace Corps) constructed a gaze that disciplined Asia as ‘underdeveloped’, backward and primitive. Borrowing 

from Romantic Orientalist traditions, the counterculture preferred to regard Asia as retaining a simplicity and 

authenticity that had been lost in the West. Yet, both forms defined Asia by its poverty and lack of development, 

continuing colonial-era discourses of Asian backwardness into the postcolonial era. By contrasting the journeys 

and assumptions of volunteers and travellers on the Hippie Trail, and exploring the ways in which individuals 

negotiated between the two modes, this paper will explore the networks of Western youth travellers that 

helped construct popular Western mages of Asia, at the nexus of decolonisation and the Cold War.   

 

‘When is a Man an Immigrant?’ Law and Belonging in Interwar Australia 
 

Ben Silverstein, University of New South Wales (b.silverstein@unsw.edu.au) 
 
In June 1924, King Won arrived at Sydney from Hong Kong aboard the Taiyuan, carrying with him an 

unendorsed birth certificate recording his birth at Darwin in 1893, and thus commencing a three year legal 

struggle for the right to call Australia home. In Sydney, customs authorities applied a dictation test and, once he 

failed, refused him permission to disembark the ship. A writ of habeas corpus, lodged by his brother Wah On 

and friend Charlie Wing, enabled him to land before being arrested and charged with being a prohibited 

immigrant. With further legal assistance from his local contacts, the charge was dismissed by a Magistrate and 

the two brothers made their way back to the Northern Territory. This, however, was far from the end of the 

matter. Over the next three years, the case of King Won and Wah On was pursued from the Northern Territory 

Supreme Court in Darwin through to the High Court of Australia in Melbourne, as the brothers fled to the ‘bush’, 

eluding capture and deportation before a tragic end. 

 
King Won and Wah On’s return to an Australia they claimed as their ‘home’ provoked an extended legal and 

administrative discussion of belonging, race, and mobility, as representatives of a white Australia refracted the 

national future through concerns for a mobile north Australian population. As men and women like King Won 

and Wah On travelled and returned and travelled again, they enacted an Australia that was a constituent part 

of the broader Asia-Pacific world, and at the same time opened what some feared was a ‘widespread conspiracy’ 

to open the country to Chinese immigrants, representing ‘a most serious and vital attack on the National White 

Australia Policy’. This paper will explore the way this tense and violent national conversation about who could 

call Australia home constituted ideas and practices of race and a differentiated national space. 
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Asian Diasporas: Identities Panel 
 

Not substantially of European origin or descent: The inclusion and exclusion 
of Chinese Australians in World War I 
 

Sophie Couchman, Chinese Museum and La Trobe University 

(sophie.couchman@gmail.com) 
 
Benjamin Moy Ling was born in Castlemaine in Victoria in 1885. As a natural-born British subject he tried to 

enlist in the Australian Imperial Force (AIF). His application was rejected twice before, in May 1917, the 

‘objections by the Defence department were withdrawn’ and he was allowed to enlist. The defence department’s 

objections were that he was ‘not substantially of European origin or descent’. Ben’s father was born in southern 

China and his mother in Singapore. The phrase ‘not substantially of European origin or descent’ was one of a 

list of exemptions that could be used to avoid compulsory training as a cadet (amendment to 1903 Defence Act 

in 1909) or training in Australia’s Defence Force (in a 1910 amendment). During recruitment for the AIF during 

World War I, however, the phrase originates from Military Orders issued to recruitment centres. Only natural-

born and naturalised British subjects of substantial European origin or descent were to be enlisted.  

It was recruitment officers who implemented and defined this racial category. Enlistee attestation papers had 

no question related to the ancestry of the enlistee nor did instructions sent to medical officers offer any 

guidance. The fluidity of the definition of this category was, however, very useful for authorities as war 

casualties increased and the demand for new recruits grew. This paper will explore the origins of this racial 

category, ‘not substantially of European origin or descent’, and how it was shaped and interpreted over time. 

 

Reconfigured identities in the transnational childhoods of Anglo-Chinese 
Australians 
 

Kate Bagnall, Australian National University (kate.bagnall@gmail.com) 
 
The four letters that form the heart of this paper have sat in a government file for a century, one tiny part of the 

massive bureaucratic recordkeeping system that tracked and controlled the movements of Chinese across the 

borders of White Australia. The letters were written in 1910 and 1911 from a young Anglo-Chinese boy from 

Sydney, Charlie Allen, to his mum. Charlie’s Chinese father had taken him to China in 1909 and there Charlie 

remained until 1915.Charlie’s situation was not unique — hundreds of files in the archives attest to the 

movements of Chinese-Australian children between Australia and China from the 1890s to the 1930s — but his 

letters certainly are. While there are other accounts of mixed-race Chinese Australian children in China, 

Charlie’s letters offer an immediacy and honesty that make his experiences of life in China achingly real. Starting 

with the letters, and the context of Charlie’s life more broadly, this paper will consider the transnational 

childhoods of young Anglo-Chinese Australians as they travelled between Australia, Hong Kong and Guangdong 

in the early decades of the twentieth century. In particular I will consider how the detailed examination of ‘small 

lives’ like that of Charlie Allen can deepen our understanding of the complexities of Australian identity at home 

and overseas. 

 

Mobility, intimacy and Chinese Australian families in Shanghai, 1920–1990 
 

Sophie Loy-Wilson, University of Sydney (sophie.loy-wilson@sydney.edu.au) 
 
In the first half of the twentieth century, a significant number of mixed-race Chinese Australian families made 

use of established imperial networks to move their families and businesses from Sydney to Hong Kong and 

eventually to Shanghai. There they formed a unique community that travelled frequently between Australia and 

China up until the 1950s when ‘frontiers slammed shut’ after the Chinese Communist Party banned emigration 

and imposed strict entry/exit controls on the movement of people and capital; some husbands and wives would 

not be reunited until the relaxation of these restrictions in the 1970s. This moment of rapture caused a flurry 

of correspondence between families, Australian and British government officials, and international agencies 
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such as the Red Cross on the topic of Chinese Australian mobility. Correspondence written at this time, and 

reflecting back on decades of movement and inter-racial marriage, shows how Chinese Australian families 

shaped and were shaped by the interdependence of capital, mobility and intimacy in a number of overlapping 

imperial networks. This correspondence also reveals that thinking through the ‘Chinese Australian problem’ in 

the 1940s and 1950s influenced Australian government policies towards decolonizing Asia at the tail-end of the 

British Empire. 

 

Race and Imperial Governance Panel 
 

Humanitarian Governance and New Zealand’s Native Reserves (1845-1855) 
 

Matthew Woodbury, University of Michigan (mwoodbur@umich.edu) 
 
The arrival of Governor George Grey marked a dramatic shift in the administration of New Zealand’s native 

affairs. My paper, “Humanitarian Governance and New Zealand’s Native Reserves (1845-1855)” uses the 

governor’s efforts to consolidate reserve administration within the executive branch as a foil for discussing 

changing perceptions of how the colonial government might and should act as a humanitarian agent. The 

outbreak of serious armed violence in the mid-1840s - and a subsequent war of words among the New Zealand 

Company, the Colonial Office, the local government, settler opinions, and Maori voices that played out in 

newspapers throughout the empire - had discredited the Protectorate of Aborigines (established in 1840 as 

part of the colonial government) and provided Grey with the political capital needed to abolish the office. Native 

policy under Grey increasingly focused on the further judicial and legal integration of Maori, reversing a 

previous approach that allowed indigenous communities a high degree of autonomy. Grey nevertheless 

deployed humanitarian language in articulating policies and legislation regulating the use of reserves. The 

financial collapse of the New Zealand Company in 1846 left the government as New Zealand's singular 

territorial authority and limited possibilities for Maori to play one European group against another. In the face 

of this shift, indigenous opposition to Grey’s policies increasingly relied upon appeals to missionaries, petitions 

directly to the government or Queen Victoria, efforts to engage humanitarian constituencies in the United 

Kingdom, and, in time, armed resistance. Moves toward intensified state control, including increasingly 

paternalist assumptions of what humanitarian action entailed and should accomplish, restricted the ability of 

Maori to “opt out” of the colonial system. Following the theme of imperial networks, I will highlight the transfer 

and deployment of information between Britain and New Zealand as a means of informing public and official 

opinion. 

 

Mobility and Race in visions of a New Zealand Colony in Port Jackson, 1827 
 

Rachel Standfield, Monash University (rachel.standfield@monash.edu) 
 
In 1827 Church Missionary Society missionaries in the north of the North Island of New Zealand feared for their 

safety as inter-tribal conflict took place around them, fighting which would wound Hongi Hika, the chief under 

whose protection the mission existed. As rumours of Hongi’s death and knowledge of his serious wound 

circulated throughout the mission and Māori communities, plans were formed for a “New Zealand colony in 

Port Jackson”. Imagined as “a place of refuge” for both missionaries and Māori, the colony was feverishly 

discussed between missionaries, local chiefs, and the father of the New Zealand mission Samuel Marsden, 

visiting from Australia. 

This paper explores the ways that space was imagined in this dream of a refuge in Australia. It considers the 

plan in the context of existing trans-Tasman Māori mobility, and the networks which connected northern New 

Zealand with Port Jackson, networks which pre-dated missionary contact with Māori communities. It will 

further consider the racial ideas that shaped this vision, ideas which promoted a haven for one Indigenous 

people on another Indigenous peoples’ country and yet appeared to be unquestioningly accepted by missionary 

and Māori alike. 

 

mailto:rachel.standfield@monash.edu
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Spectacle and Progress: Tourism to Ramahyuck and Lake Tyers missions in 
colonial Victoria 
 

Nikita Vanderbyl, La Trobe University (ngvanderbyl@students.latrobe.edu.au) 
 
Late nineteenth to the early twentieth century Aboriginal mission stations and reserves attracted a range of 

international and local tourists. Some came from missionary backgrounds but others were motivated by sheer 

curiosity to ‘visit the natives’. Visitors completed their stays by inscribing a reflection on their experiences in 

visitor books. This paper examines two such visitor books, from Ramahyuck and Lake Tyers mission stations, 

as a practice of colonisation through the history of emotions. 

Compelled by convention to provide a positive response to their visit, the numerous visitors to Lake Tyers and 

Ramahyuck demonstrated their concerns through expressions of pleasure, satisfaction and enjoyment that 

Victoria’s Indigenous inhabitants were safe and well cared for. Through an analysis of these expressions of 

pleasurable concern these visitor books demonstrate the production of a set of settler-colonial emotions 

specific to the mission space. By re-examining the mission as a site of emotional self-production this study adds 

a new aspect to mission history and early tourism in Australia.  

 

Asian Diasporas: Anti-Asian Sentiments Panel 
 

Race, Nationality and Mobility: Chinese Journeys around the Empire World, 
1850-1930 
 

Catherine Ladds, Hong Kong Baptist University (cladds@hkbu.edu.hk) 
 
This paper examines the journeys of British subjects and British protected persons of Chinese descent around 

the Asia-Pacific region. The mobility of Chinese people between outposts of the empire world was a continual 

source of disquiet for the British authorities, which struggled to categorise and control mobile colonised 

subjects. At the heart of this concern was the disruption of intersecting racial and national categories caused by 

international border crossings. Such movements threw into stark relief the complexities of the questions ‘who 

is British?’ and ‘who is entitled to British protection?’ The question of who, exactly, was considered to be British, 

and therefore entitled to British protection overseas, was particularly thorny when British subjects of Chinese 

descent from colonies such as the Straits Settlements, Malaya and Hong Kong sojourned in China. Here the 

British empire’s racial ideologies butted up against successive Chinese governments’ efforts to assert 

jurisdiction over people they considered to be culturally Chinese, regardless of their place of birth. This paper 

considers the British consular authorities’ and the Chinese government’s various attempts to reconcile the 

contradictions inherent in racialised notions of nationality and citizenship. It shows how n China the specificity 

of place reconfigured the imposed categories of Britishness and Chineseness. Besides considering the official 

response to these questions, this paper explores the experiences of mobile British subjects of Chinese descent. 

British Chinese subjects and protection persons could exploit the contradictions in British and Chinese policies 

in order to invoke multiple national and racial identities opportunistically. This was especially true of mixed-

race ‘Eurasians’, who sometimes were able to call upon their European parentage in order to circumvent the 

hardening restrictions on Chinese immigration. 

 

Anti-Chineseness in Mexico: historical immigration, post-revolutionary racist 
policies and current expressions of Chinese-Mexican identity 
 

Ivonne Campos, El Colegio de Tlaxcala, Mexico (pazcihuatl@gmail.com) 
 
Chinese presence in Mexico started when Spanish empire installed the maritime commercial route known 

as ‘Galeon de Manila’ in the sixteenth century, whose connection from Philippines to Spain took New Spain 

(Mexico) as intermediate stop and point of distribution and sales. In those travels, Chinese merchandise 

became popular in colonial America, and some Chinese arrived to the territory of New Spain. However, 

Chinese presence in Mexico didn’t become usual until 1890s. From then on, Chinese immigration to Mexico 
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strengthened, facing times of prohibition and expulsion in line with the anti-Chinese movement in the United 

States. The most significant time of anti-Chinese movement in Mexico was experienced during the 1930s, 

when anti-Chinese movement became official policy in some Mexican states, fueled by ideas of National 

Socialism. Today, the facts of anti-Chinese movement in Mexico have been virtually forgotten in diplomatic 

discourse, but not in the minds of new generations of Chinese in the country. Moreover, racism and 

discrimination against Chinese immigrants and Chinese-Mexican mestizos is still evident, although not with 

the virulence of anti-Chinese movement, it is part of the attitudes that reject their presence, particularly by 

the commercial competition that Chinese goods implies to the national economy.  However, networks of 

immigration and cultural expression of Chinese communities in Mexico continue to grow and strengthen. 

Purpose of this paper is to observe current spaces of immigration linking and the ways in which immigrants 

and Chinese-Mexican reconfigured and express their identity in the Mexican environment, gaining ground 

against the tide of prejudice and racist attitudes. 

 

The Threat of a Mobile Asia: Australians Talking About Asia 
 

Farida Fozdar, University of Western Australia (farida.fozdar@uwa.edu.au) 
 
Members of the Palmer United Party recently sparked controversy by claiming that China wants to ‘take over’ 

Australia. While this may appear to be the opinion of a minority fringe, little is known about how Australians 

actually feel about Asia. Engaging the concepts of mobilities, stillness and race, this paper explores the ways in 

which Asia is constructed in the Australian imagination. Data from 26 focus groups conducted across Australia 

indicates Asia is both invisible, in that Australians prefer to discuss domestic issues over international ones, yet 

simultaneously a source of anxiety and fear, in that when they do talk about Asia, it is in relation to a perceived 

threat from Asia’s economic power, its large population, its polluting practices, its military might, and its pursuit 

of mineral and agricultural resources. Discursive analysis reveals how the threat of a mobile Asia is articulated 

to conceal racial fears, and implications for national and postnational identities. 

 

Race in Mobility Panel 
 

The Exemption Franchise: Race and Mobility in Twentieth Century Australian 
Aboriginal Policy 
 

Katherine Ellinghaus, Monash University (katherine.ellinghaus@monash.edu) 
 
The state Protection Acts which managed Australian Aboriginal people’s lives in the twentieth century were 

really nothing but a series of controls—they governed where they could live, their employment, who cared for 

their children, who they could marry and their racial status. Beginning with Queensland in 1897, each 

state/colony (except Victoria and Tasmania) added clauses to their legislation which allowed individual 

Aboriginal people who were judged worthy enough, to be “exempted” from the Acts using a variety of symbolic 

artefacts: certificates, licenses, ‘dog tags’ or so-called “citizenship” papers. This paper explores what happened 

when some indigenous people were seen as no longer in need of settler government “protection.” How was the 

policy administered and to what extent did the racial taxonomies of the day play into the decision-making 

process? What pressures were placed upon them and what freedoms, if any, did they gain? How did exempted 

people’s legal and ethnic status change, and to what extent was this imposed and to what extent resisted? I will 

show how the concepts of place and mobility are central to understanding the impact of exemption on 

Aboriginal people’s lives. The status of exemption allowed people to move into different colonial spaces—most 

significantly the local pub—but it also tried to limit their ability to return to reserves and, cruelly, their families 

and communities. The management of Aboriginal mobility and colonial space was thus central to white settler 

imaginings of assimilation policy. 
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'Greeks or Turks, 'white' or 'Asiatic': labour, mobility and Castellorizian 
racial-consciousness in the Northern Territory, 1916 - 1920 
 

Andonis Piperoglou, La Trobe University (A.Piperoglou@latrobe.edu.au) 
 
This paper traces a specific moment when Castellorizian settlers intersected with the racialised and labour-

based politics of immigration restriction in the Northern Territory, between 1916 and 1920. Through an 

examination of a contested labour issue, a political immigration debate, and a racialist newspaper dispute, this 

history aims to demonstrate how a group of ethnically Greek labourers from the Dodecanese island of 

Castellorizo ushered in a distinctive form of ‘white’ racial preferencing. By examining how Castellorizian 

labourers were viewed by unionists, politicians and public commentators, this article will suggest that 

confusing, and at times, porous, imperial, national and racial classifications – like Greek and Turk, and ‘white’ 

and ‘Asiatic’ – predisposed how these distinctive settlers could engage with the society in which they lived. In 

direct opposition to being classified as, and compared to, Chinese settlers, Castellorizians articulated their own 

distinct attachments to Australia and the ‘white’ race. An investigation into their articulations offers us a 

nuanced reading into the making and fluidity of ‘white’ racial consciousness in Asia-Pacific region. By examining 

the precarious positioning and self-articulations of Castellorizians in the Northern Territory, we can thus begin 

to reflect on how the racialised and labour-based politics of immigration restriction impacted on the making of 

a distinct early Greek-Australian racial consciousness. 

 

‘This jumble of human races’: German-speaking scientists confronting Pacific 
mobility, 1865-1918 
 

Hilary Howes, Australian National University (hilaryhowes@gmail.com) 
 
From ‘native’ missionaries to workers in Queensland’s sugarcane fields, from the fearsome reputation of 

indigenous pirates in the Raja Ampat and Schouten Islands to the extraordinary ethnic diversity of the Torres 

Strait pearl fishing industry, German-speaking scientists visiting the Pacific in the late nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries were unavoidably confronted by the mobility of its indigenous peoples.  The ways in which 

they understood this mobility, and the conclusions they drew from it, depended not only on their personal 

experiences in the field, but on their areas of interest and theoretical inclinations.  I examine depictions of Pacific 

mobility in the writings of German-speaking archaeologists, ethnologists, geographers and physical 

anthropologists, paying particular attention to the potential of cross-cultural and co-ethnic connections to 

complicate and challenge ideas of Pacific racial identity in the German-language tradition. 

 

Hidden Mobilities Panel 
 

The Villain Musquito: An Eora man in Van Diemen’s Land 
 

Lyndon John Pratt, La Trobe University (ljpratt@students.latrobe.edu.au) 
 
usquito frequently moved between the shifting settler and the Aboriginal landscapes. Sometimes a convict, 

other times a servant who was ‘loaned’ to the colonial government, mobility became integral to Musquito’s life. 

Despite this, previous literature has only sought to portray him as either a villain, a bushranger, or an Aboriginal 

nationalist. This paper examines how Musquito moved through the complex colonial societies of New South 

Wales and Van Diemen’s Land, and how this mobility was viewed by these settler communities.  A close reading 

of newspapers and colonial documents from the early part of the 19th century reveals Musquito’s impact on 

the evolving racial discourse between Indigenous peoples and colonial societies. While his effect should not be 

over stated, for Musquito was not the ‘lynchpin’ that some authors portrayed him to be, this paper will examine 

how his experiences in a number of environments influenced his actions, and public option of him. He provided 

settler communities with a figurehead of Aboriginal primitivism, one that was necessary to justify the seizure 

of land and the exile of Indigenous Aboriginal nations. 
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Stories from a Hidden Migration: Oral Histories from Former Reunionese 
Slaves and their Descendants in the Pacific 
 

Karin Speedy, Macquarie University (karin.speedy@mq.edu.au) 
 
Between 1860 and 1880, a significant number of immigrants from Reunion Island settled in New Caledonia. 

Most were fleeing poverty after the collapse of the sugar industry. While local legend has it that these migrants 

comprised a handful of rich, white planters and a contingent of Indian coolies, my research into this group has 

demonstrated that this migration was on a far greater scale and was ethnically and socially diverse. Indeed, 

many Renuionese migrants, both indentured and free, were black. These people had either been slaves 

themselves or were the children of slaves in Reunion. Welcomed by a new colony that was desperate for settlers 

and workers, the ethnic and social identities of these new French citizens were erased as was their presence in 

the New Caledonian historical narrative. Both the tradition of the non-dit and the colonial social structures in 

the Pacific penal colony facilitated this disappearing act as descendants melded into the Caldoche population. 

Yet, there were cracks in this colonial whitewash – photographs, recipes, language, songs – traces of a hidden 

and actively forgotten black migration to the Pacific. This paper will refer to these traces and artefacts and draw 

on oral histories to highlight some of the voices, faces and stories of these migrants and reflect on the impact of 

the resurrection of these non-white ancestors on their twenty-first century descendants. 

 

Lascars and celestials: Asian racial ‘others’ in Tasmania’s colonial history 
 

Kaz Ross, University of Tasmania (Kaz.Ross@utas.edu.au) 
 
The history of Tasmania’s early days has tended to dominated either by tales of European convicts and 

bushrangers or governors and European settlers. Recently, however, a range of historians (e.g. Reynolds, Pybus, 

Harman) have challenged the racial landscape of  colonial Van Diemen’s land by not only drawing attention to 

the ‘black wars’ between the indigenous population and Europeans but also by revealing the presence of Maori, 

Khoisan, and indigenous people in both the penal system and settler society. As a port, Hobart was connected 

to the British Empire through the movement of people and goods.  Convicts and free settlers arrived alongside 

shipments of necessities and luxuries from India, China, Mauritius, the Caribbean, South America, and beyond. 

And the ships which brought these goods were sailed predominately by people from Asia. ‘Lascar’ was the term 

used for anyone from the subcontinent. Lascars made up the bulk of the sailing force while ‘celestials’ or 

‘Asiatics’ frequently sailed as carpenters or skilled hands. As in mainland Australia, the story of Asian migration 

to Van Diemen’s Land generally begins with the mining boom of the 1850s. This paper challenges this view by 

tracing the presence of Asian racial ‘others’ in the historical record from the very early days of European arrival 

on the island. How were these lascars and celestials described and classified? How mobile were these people 

from Asia and were they incorporated into early colonial Tasmania? 
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Patrolling Borders Panel 
 

“I had no leisure time for hygiene”: ‘Asiatic’ crews caught in quarantine 
 

Peter Hobbins, University of Sydney (peter.hobbins@sydney.edu.au) 
 
On the sandstone cliffs of Sydney’s North Head Quarantine Station, over a thousand inscriptions have been left 

by immigrants, travellers, crews and ‘illegal’ arrivals. Carved, painted or penned onto the landscape, and 

occasionally scrawled inside buildings, these postcards from the past narrate a fractured history of the site’s 

operational life from 1835 to 1984. A substantial subset of the inscriptions are in languages classed – in period 

terminology – as ‘Asiatic’, including Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, Indonesian and Timorese. Unlike the majority of 

carvings in English, many ‘Asiatic’ inscriptions were anonymous. Nevertheless, their very visibility connected 

these messages with a wider community of compatriots similarly caught in quarantine.  But who comprised this 

‘wider community’? Unlike immigration facilities in the USA, for instance, Australian quarantine stations were 

never processing centres for prospective citizens. Indeed, many of those detained at North Head were not 

seeking entry at all. Rather, they were part of a mobile, mercantile maritime culture, staffed overwhelmingly by 

sailors from China’s southern provinces, Japan, Singapore, the Malay states and ‘lascars’ ranging from Egypt to 

India. If these crews often passed invisibly and unremarkably through the seaways, their voyages remind us of 

the thick-crossed routes that moored Australia firmly in the Pacific and Indian Ocean worlds. As reflected in the 

North Head inscriptions, provincial, national and maritime identities often mattered more to these voyagers 

than temporary detention or racial exclusion. Drawing upon stories connecting a series of historic inscriptions, 

this paper will argue that in the context of disease and detention, Australia often represented an irksome 

inconvenience, rather than a desirable destination. 

 

‘Welcome to Australia’ Photographing the arrival of child refugees 
 

Mary Tomsic, University of Melbourne (mtomsic@unimelb.edu.au) 
 
The Australian government has long been involved in creating, collecting and circulating photographs of 

immigrants, displaced people and refugees arriving in the country. Many of these images have been used for 

internal and external promotional/propaganda purposes. In 2002 evidence given to the Senate Select 

Committee on a Certain Maritime Incident (commonly called the ‘children overboard’ incident) revealed the 

government’s desire not to photograph asylum seekers attempting to arrive in Australia. The directive was that 

‘no personalising or humanising images’ should be taken. In this paper I am interested in examining how 

photographing and official documentation is (or is not) enacted over time. More specifically, how have child 

refugees been positioned in this long-standing practice of government photography? Through examining the 

presence and absence of government photographs, alongside communication strategies and agendas, I want to 

examine how racial and ethnic identities are constructed. When, and which, child refugees are presented as 

‘human’ and why? What ideas about race and ethnicity are encoded in photographic depictions? How do these 

fit within existing Australian colonial ideas about race and ethnicity? This paper will interrogate understandings 

of the Australia nation are revealed in these moments of photographic capture, and from this, how the nation is 

placed within the world at large. 

 

The Racialisation of Temporariness: Child Refugees and the Demands of 
Permanent Movement 
 

Jordy Silverstein, University of Melbourne (jordys@unimelb.edu.au) 
 
In 1999 the Australian Government created the Humanitarian Stay (Temporary) visa, which brought 4000 
ethnic Albanians from Kosovo and 1,932 East Timorese to Australia, in a government operation entitled 
Operation Safe Haven. Thus referred to as the Safe Haven Visa, which was only granted by invitation, rather 
than by application, this new visa class foreshadowed the introduction of Temporary Protection Visas by the 
Howard Government in 2001, which could be applied for. In 2004, ‘A last resort?’, the report of the National 
Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention, argued that such visas have particularly onerous effects on 
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children as ‘the temporary status of their residence creates a deep uncertainty and anxiety about their future.’ 
This paper will take up the question of what this “temporariness” entails, and what work it does on behalf of 
the Australian nation-state. In particular, I am interested in exploring how it has served to racialise particular 
groups of asylum seekers and refugees as always temporary, rather than potentially permanent residents. How, 
that is, do temporariness and permanency serve to differentially racialise these children? How do they thus 
create a particular lack of a sense of future? By considering these children and their temporariness alongside 
the settler colonial modes of claiming permanence and sovereignty which the Howard Government embraced, 
this paper will argue for a reconsideration of the ways that Australia casts some child refugees as always already 
not-belonging, always already permanently on-the-move. 

 
 

Oceanic Networks Panel 
 

Looking Relations: Visualizing Working-Class Multiraciality in Transoceanic 
Liverpool 
 

Nadine Attewell, McMaster University (attewen@mcmaster.ca) 
 
In this paper, I examine the discourses, affects, and practices through which individuals of mixed racial descent 

made sense of complex family histories in British port cities such as Liverpool during the early decades of the 

twentieth century. That Liverpool should be accounted a part of the Pacific world(s) with which “Race, Mobility, 

and Imperial Networks” is concerned may not be obvious. Indeed, for the cultural theorist Ian Baucom, 

Liverpool’s status as “a capital of the long twentieth century” (2005 8) derives from its involvement in the trans-

Atlantic slave trade. In the nineteenth century, however, Liverpool came to function as an important nodal point 

in an “Anglo-Indian-Pacific system” of “capital, social, and imperial exchange” that centered on the trade in 

opium (Baucom 2005 83), while the activities of Liverpool-based shipping companies like Ocean Steam Ship 

introduced local men and women to labouring migrants originating in the Indian sub-continent and coastal 

China, as well as the Caribbean and northern and western Africa. As a consequence of such encounters, 

multiracial working-class communities took root in Liverpool’s dockside neighbourhoods, attracting 

surveillance and regulation to the extent that they were felt to threaten “a particular vision and practice of 

domestic and imperial order” (Tabili 1996 188).  When, in the late 1920s, the Eugenics Society sponsored an 

investigation into the growing population of mixed-race children in Liverpool, its agent, Muriel Fletcher, 

decided to focus her attention on “the Anglo-Negroid population,” believing that “no serious problem was 

presented by the Anglo-Chinese community or the Lascar seamen” (5). The disarticulation of “Black” from 

“Chinese” Liverpool continues to this day (if not always for the same reasons). And yet, as a quartet of 

photographs collected as part of the Merseyside Maritime Museum’s Docklands History Project makes clear, 

mixed-race Black and Asian children were jointly targeted for inclusion in interwar uplift schemes that provided 

impoverished youth with training in the maritime trades. Approaching the photographic traces of such 

interventions as “sites of articulation and aspiration,” “personal and social statements” that “enact” the past 

(Campt 2012 7), I enquire into the place of racial mixing in late imperial British habits of thought and projects 

of rule. Building on work that, like Amitav Ghosh’s Ibis trilogy of novels or Robbie Shilliam’s recent monograph 

The Black Pacific, reads the Atlantic in imbricated relation to the Pacific as staging-grounds of modernity, I ask 

how different histories of movement, (multi)racialization, and governance co-articulated in the metropolitan 

diasporic space of interwar Liverpool to produce multiracial labouring subjects. In addition, however, my paper 

attends to the complex of looks, postures, and gestures through which the photographs’ mixed-race Black and 

Asian child subjects negotiate their proximity with one another, showing multiracial community “in 

development.” If these photographs have things to tell us about the embodied competencies that condition 

entrance into and are needed to reproduce networks of capital accumulation, might they not also adumbrate 

alternative forms of sociality? 
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‘A source of trouble seemingly without end’: Papuan and New Guinean crews 
negotiating 
 

Lucy Davies, La Trobe University (lc2davies@students.latrobe.edu.au) 
 
Labour was integral to establishing and sustaining colonial rule in Papua and New Guinea. Used by the 

Australian administration as a colonial tool for subjugating, disciplining and ‘civilising’ Papuans and New 

Guineans, labour relations were also used as evidence to support discourses about hierarchies of race and 

colonial order in the Territory. However, boundaries between Papuan and New Guinean labourers and their 

employers were never fixed and were consistently negotiation and re-negotiated throughout Australia’s 

administration. During the Pacific War, the reliance of the Australian Government upon Papuan and New 

Guinean labour empowered Papuan and New Guinean labourers to dictate conditions of employment more than 

they ever had before. Papuan and New Guinean crews, in particular, that travelled between Australian and 

Pacific Island ports interacting with other crews including Aboriginal Australians, Indians, Chinese, Fijians and 

Americans took advantage of the unstable and uncertain world order. This paper will examine how Papuan and 

New Guinean crews from 1942 to 1945 used their increased mobility to challenge and shape colonial labour 

relations. 

 

Writing home: Maori letters in unexpected places 
 
Alice Te Punga Somerville, Macquarie University 
(alice.tepungasomerville@mq.edu.au) 
 
In the context of a broader project ‘Ghost Writers: the Maori books you’ve never read’ I have been exploring the 

range Maori writing which remains off the record because it’s lost, never published, or forgotten. Stretching 

from Mowhee’s memoir published in 1818 through to unpublished poetry collections in the twenty first 

century, the project seeks to challenge a narrow story of Maori writing and reinforce the complexity of Maori 

experiences. Drawing on arguments about inclusive approaches to genre in Indigenous literary studies, a final 

chapter, ‘Family Ghosts,’ will focus on writing by members of the Te Punga family including Hamuera Te Punga 

and Roi Te Punga, my great-grandfather and grandfather respectively. In this presentation, I will focus on letters 

written by Hamuera and Grandad while they were outside New Zealand – and indeed beyond the Pacific Rim - 

as young Maori men negotiating intersections of race, ethnicity, gender and empire as they travelled around 

very different networks. Specifically, I will engage two letters written by Hamuera (1906 in Maori and 1907 in 

English) from a German-language Lutheran Seminary in Illinois at which he studied to be a pastor, and letters 

written by Grandad while he was situated in Cairo and other sites with the Maori Battalion during WWII. While 

Hamuera’s mobility in Lutheran spaces (in Taranaki, Illinois and Germany) was beyond the familiar colonial or 

tribal networks, Grandad’s form and mode of mobility has become somewhat canonical; both ‘write home’ 

about their negotiation of sameness and difference. Tracing the archival journeys of the letters as well as 

exploring their content and contexts, I will suggest the ways in which generalised accounts of Indigenous 

experiences of race and empire can be more complex on the ground or, indeed, on the troopship. 

 

Softpower and the Making of Race Panel 
 

Destination Australia: Re-constructing the Greek migration tale through the 
Press (1900-1930) 
 

Maria Palaktsoglou, Flinders University (maria.palaktsoglou@flinders.edu.au) 

Maria Shialis, Flinders University (maria.shialis@flinders.edu.au) 
 
During the late 19th and early 20th century the issue of Greek migration was frequently reported and debated 

in newspapers both in Australia and Greece. Many Greek newspaper articles claimed that emigration was an 

uncontrolled means of Greece’s depopulation and decadence, which called upon the Greek government to 

formulate strict regulations. At the same time the Australian newspaper articles, heavily influenced by the 

mailto:lc2davies@students.latrobe.edu.au
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White Australia Policy narrative, concentrated on the “otherness” of the Greek migrants, accentuating their 

“supposed” inability to assimilate socially and linguistically. Through an overview of articles published in Greek 

and Australian newspapers, we will examine the disposition of the Greek and Australia media and governments 

towards migration. Following this, we will trace the Greek migrants’ journey to Australia and re-construct their 

migration tale. The findings will further enhance our understanding of the pre-WWII Greek migration discourse 

and broaden the spectrum of migration studies in Australia. 

 
 

The Yellow Pacific: Baseball and its transnational trajectories in the Asia-
Pacific World. 
 

Younghan Cho, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Korea (choy@hufs.ac.kr) 
 
This study explores the historic implications of baseball within the larger processes of constructing colonial 

modernity in East Asia by examining the games’ Asia-Pacific trajectory with a focus on its introduction and 

circulation in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. While baseball was initially introduced to Asia-

Pacific world as a symbol of American modernity, it was spread and popularized by Imperial Japan. Several 

transnational baseball trips made considerable contributions to its reception and appropriation in the region: 

the notable cases were the Waseda University baseball team’s visits to America which started in 1905 and the 

Herb Hunter All-Americans (teams of major leaguers) made several tours to Japan, China and even to Australia 

in 1920s and 30s. By interrogating the trajectories that baseball travelled in the Asia-Pacific world, this study 

demonstrates that baseball reflects not only the racial and imperial competitions between the West/White and 

the East/Yellow, but also the region’s strong desires for accomplishing modernity/modernization. This paper 

suggests that such a baseball’s trajectory indicates a strong stream of East Asian consciousness that was 

constituted as a condition of colonial modernity and still persists in contemporary consciousness. The term 

“Yellow Pacific” is heuristically used to illustrate this transnational consciousness, which has been constructed 

simultaneously both through responding to the encroachment of Western (American) modernity and through 

interacting with its regional intermediaries. 

 

Exploring the Racialisation of White South African Migrants in Contemporary 
Australia 
 

Brady Albrand, University of Southern Queensland (Brady.Albrand@usq.edu.au) 
 
White South Africans are a growing cohort of professionals and managers in Australia, but they have escaped 

scholarly attention in migration studies in Australia. Little is known about the experiences of this cohort in 

Australia, particularly in regional Queensland. Almost twenty-five per cent of South Africans move to 

Queensland where, contrary to settlement trends elsewhere, South African migrants settle predominantly in 

regional areas. The way that South Africans are perceived as South African and what impact they feel his has on 

their lives is unknown. Using data collated from oral history interviews, this paper details the experiences of 

white South African migrants, with a particular focus on how they experience race in Australia. Furthermore, it 

will examine how they experience and understand race through their memories of racialisation in South Africa, 

and memories of their ongoing settlement in Australia. It argues that White South Africans’ memories of 

racialisation offer rich narratives with which to explore the construction of race and how they experience race 

in Queensland. 
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Race, Mobility and Imperial Networks: 
Charting the Transnational Asia-Pacific World, 1800-2015 

 
‘Race, Mobility and Imperial Networks’ will be a multi-disciplinary conference co-hosted 
by RMIT University and La Trobe University. In the wake of the transnational turn, we 
have begun to appreciate the global networks that produced and continue to produce 
imperial spaces. The world of the Pacific Rim, encompassing the Pacific Islands, 
Australia, New Zealand and British Columbia; the Americas and Asia was partly defined 
by mobility, ocean-crossings and forced migration. It is also a space that has been 
configured by European, American and Asian imperial powers with attending notions 
of racial or ethnic taxonomies. Papers explore the histories, laws and cultures of 
mobility, identity and variegated colonial and postcolonial spaces. We hope these will 
enhance understandings of how space and mobility have been mutually constitutive, 
as well as the ways mobility and stillness have played a role in the accommodation and 
resistance of imperial pressures. While concepts of race have hardened into fixed 
categories in the last two centuries, peoples’ mobility has also propelled them through 
numerous impositions of racial identity. How did cross-cultural and co-ethnic 
connections and networks, made by mobile subjects, reconfigure ideas of race? More 
recently, have new inroads in media and communication changed the ways in which 
race is constructed and experience?  
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